Table 4 presents data on the electrodermal behavior of children v criminal and noncriminal fathers. As can be seen, results are consist with the prediction regarding ANS recovery. It is interesting that the i tern of responsiveness of these children closely resembles that which might anticipate seeing in their criminal fathers.
I will briefly mention one other indirect fact which suggests that dividual factors may help determine the probability that a person will hibit antisocial behavior. In an important study in Philadelphia, W gang et al. (1972) have shown clearly that about 6 percent of the m; are responsible for over 50 percent of the serious crimes in that city, have observed the same effect in a study of a large birth cohort in Coj hagen. Farrington (1979) reports the same relationship for inner Lond The concentration of the serious crimes in a very small subgroup of population suggests that perhaps these highly active criminals have s< individual characteristics that make their serious criminality more pi able (see Carlsson (1977) for a detailed discussion of this idea).
A THEORY
Lawful behavior is moral behavior. I would now like to close with a : gestion as to how a biological variable might interact with social force produce moral behavior.
Perhaps it would do no great harm to begin with a discussion of h< define morality. The Ten Commandments are an early publication on topic. Note that the major thrust of the message is negative, "Thou s not...." While subsequent moral authorities have added some pos acts to elaborate the definition of moral behavior (e.g., "Love neighbour"), they have also retained the original, basic, inhibitory de tions of moral acts. There are very few who will denounce you if you dc love your neighbour; if you seduce his wife, steal from him, or kill (and if you are detected), however, you may be certain that your beha will be classified as immoral. Thus, putting aside (for the moment) hi philosophical, poetic, or artistic musings on morality, we might adm ourselves that the statements of moral behavior that are critical for e\d been convicted of a violation of the Danish Penal Code. Of these 185 criminals, we were able to identify 143 for whom we were certain of the biological father's identity and where the father had been born after 1890 (since better police records were kept after 1890). To each of these 143 criminal adoptees we matched a noncriminal adoptive son for the age of the child and the social class of the adoptive father. For the criminal and noncriminal groups the age of the parents and the age of the child at adoption were examined; interestingly enough, they proved to be about the same, suggesting that these variables were not related to the child's later criminality. The amount of contact between the adoptee and the biological father was, in. H. Kempe, eds., The Battered Child. Chicago, 111.: University of Chicago Press.
